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Canadian Communities to benefit from 43rd Operation: Clean Sweep campaign
Record numbers of Volunteers expected to collect tonnes of waste 

says PITCH-IN CANADA 
Vancouver and Toronto:  Tired of seeing cigarette butts, coffee cups, and plastic bags strewn on roadsides, parks, streams, and sidewalks in your community?  So are the 600,000 Canadian volunteers, armed with PITCH-IN CANADA waste and recycling bags, participating in PITCH-IN CANADA’S annual Operation: Clean Sweep campaign April 19-25, 2010. 
“With well over 20,000 + projects held during the 2009 campaign, in over 600 communities across Canada, 2010 will see another record number of volunteers,” said Misha Cook, Executive Director, PITCH-IN CANADA.

“In 2009, an astounding 3.81 tonnes of waste was collected by one group alone, Brentwood College Green Club in British Columbia. The estimated campaign total was over 1200 tonnes of litter removed from our communities,” Cook added. 

“Each year, we continue to attract new volunteers, but unfortunately, we are picking up the same old litter,” commented Cook. “Our Operation: Clean Sweep volunteers work tirelessly each year during PITCH-IN Week and often year round as well to keep our communities green and natural. It would be great to end this cycle of litter and illegal dumping once and for all.” Cook adds that PITCH-IN CANADA has a number of year-round programs aimed at encouraging positive action to prevent this environmental degradation and the unnecessary waste of resources.
The annual Operation: Clean Sweep campaign involves volunteers from schools, community groups, youth groups, church groups, business improvement associations, local governments, service clubs, environment and outdoor organizations, and many more community based groups.  These volunteers will participate in projects ranging from cleanups and fix ups in their communities, composting and recycling programs, tree planting, eco-fairs, energy conservation, to restoration of natural habitats.

Groups interested in participating in 2010 PITCH-IN Week, and receiving the free

PITCH-IN Week bags for their project, can register online at www.pitch-in.ca  or call 1-877-4-PITCH-IN.
PITCH-IN Canada’s OPERATION: Clean Sweep is made possible each year by the

support of official campaign sponsors as well as local municipal patrons. This year’s sponsors of the campaign are FedEx, Future Friendly, TD’s Friends of the Environment Foundation, Suncor Energy Inc., El-En Packaging Co Ltd., Quikki, and The Government of British Columbia.

For more information about PITCH-IN Week and PITCH-IN CANADA, a nonprofit, charitable, voluntary organization which was formed in British Columbia in 1967 by six volunteers who started cleaning up local beaches, go to www.pitch-in.ca, or email pitch-in@pitch-in.ca.
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