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Communities across Canada to benefit from the 44th PITCH-IN CANADA WEEK

Record numbers of Volunteers are ready for Operation: Clean Sweep!
Vancouver and Toronto – Imagine taking a walk through your city without seeing the street littered with gum, cigarette butts, coffee cups, and plastic bags. That’s the vision that 600,000 Canadian volunteers have and are trying to make a reality with their PITCH-IN CANADA waste and recycling bags during PITCH-IN CANADA’s Annual Operation: Clean Sweep campaign happening April 18-24, 2011. Why not join them?

During the 2010 campaign 18,628 projects were completed in 500+ communities across Canada by over 500,000 volunteers. With the success of last year’s campaign the 2011 registrations will continue the tradition of record volunteer numbers. A remarkable 960kg of waste was collected by BC’s Chilliwack/Vedder Watershed Restoration Society, and an estimated campaign total was over 1200 tonnes of litter removed from our communities! To get involved in this year’s campaign register at www.pitch-in.ca or call 1-877-4-PITCH-IN, the last day to register is March 21, 2011.
“Each year, we continue to attract new volunteers, but unfortunately, we are picking up after the same old discarded litter items,” says Misha Cook, PITCH-IN CANADA’S Executive Director. “Our Operation: Clean Sweep volunteers work tirelessly each year and mostly year round to keep our communities green and natural, it would be great to end this cycle of litter once and for all.” 
The PITCH-IN Week: Operation: Clean Sweep campaign involves volunteers from elementary and high schools, community groups, youth groups, business improvement associations and many more community based organizations. These volunteers will participate in projects ranging from cleanups to fix ups in their communities, composting and recycling programs, tree planting, eco-fairs, energy conservation, and restoration of natural habitats.
Groups interested in participating in 2011 PITCH-IN Week, and receiving the free PITCH-IN Week bags for their project, can register online at www.pitch-in.ca by March 21, 2011.  
PITCH-IN CANADA is one of Canada’s oldest, not-for-profit, charitable, non-governmental environmental organizations. PITCH-IN CANADA’s approach to litter and overall proper waste management practices include: the 4 Rs REFUSE-REUSE-REDUCE-RECYCLE, personal responsibility, and community sustainability and beautification. For more information about PITCH-IN Week and PITCH-IN CANADA go to www.pitch-in.ca or email pitch-in@pitch-in.ca. 
###

PITCH-IN CANADA is a national non-profit organization founded in 1967 by several volunteers concerned about the proliferation of packaging and its effects on the land and marine environments. They recognized that personal action, with assistance from, but not dependent on, governments and other stakeholders, is needed to conserve, enhance and protect the environment and to reduce and reuse waste.
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For more information about local groups participating in your area contact misha@pitch-in.ca.
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